13TH GROUND. 


MARY RICH. Sworn for the State. Sometime recently, Mrs. Leo M. Frank and Rabbi David Marx and 
two other men came to see me to get me to make an affidavit. The affidavit was not true and I refused 
to sign it. Mrs. Leo Frank said to me: “If you will sign this affidavit you will take the rope from my 
husband's neck”. I replied I could not tell a lie and to sign that paper would be telling a he. One man 
with Mrs. Frank and Rabbi Marx tore off a little piece of paper which was in his hands. This man was 
C. W. Burke. He said: “You take this paper”. I told him I didn't want this piece of paper and he said: 
“This will not harm you, but you keep this piece of paper and it is just for you so that you will know it 
when you see it again”. I took that little piece of paper and kept it. I showed it in a few minutes 
afterwards to Mr. F. J. Wellborn, a man that I have known a good long time and who was standing by 
when these people were talking to me. Afterwards I took the piece of paper and gave it to somebody in 
the office of Solicitor Hugh M. Dorsey. I have looked at the piece of paper attached to the affidavit 
signed by F. J. Wellborn and it looks to me to be about the size and shape of the paper which Burke 
gave to me. Burke also told me that if I got in trouble that I might know the cause of it. My daughter, 
Mary Rich read me out of the newspaper a statement to the affect that I had seen Jim Conley on April 
26, 1913 at about 2:15 P.M. come out of the alley immediately in the rear of the National Pencil 
Company. This was the first intimation that I had of such a claim, and on April 1, 1914,1 went 
voluntarily, without being sent for, to the office of the Solicitor General. He not being there, I left and 
voluntarily returned to his office on April 2, 1914 and I voluntarily make this affidavit. I deny 
emphatically that I saw Jim Conley come out of said alley on any date; and neither is it true that Conley 
after purchasing a dinner from me on the 26 th of April, 1913, went back to the aforesaid alley in the 
direction of the pencil factory. I never told anybody at any time or place that I saw Jim Conley come 
out of the alley immediately in the rear of the National Pencil Company's factory, or that after 
purchasing said dinner, said Conley went back to the aforesaid alley in the direction of the pencil 
factory. I am the only Mary Rich that I ever knew to keep a lunch stand between Forsyth Street and 
Madison Avenue on Hunter St. My daughter, whose name is also Mary Rich has nothing to do with the 
stand and did not keep the same for me or have anything to with it on April 26, 1913. 

(Attached to the above affidavit is the business card of C. W. Burke) 



